Introduction
It is with some diffidence that an attempt is now made to describe the main EEG features in thirty-six young adults and twelve children who presented clinically a somewhat insidious symptomatology consisting of malaise, sore throat, headache, pain in the muscles of the neck and particularly of the legs, dizziness, depression, nausea, and lack of initiative. Some of them were severely incapacitated. Muscular spasms were often observed involving discretely one or another limb and at times some patients complained of blurred vision, loss of memory, speech difficulties, poor balance and weakness in one or more limbs.
This somewhat complex symptomatology, where the subjective complaints were more prominent than the physical signs, has been discussed in the literature under various names and has occurred either in epidemic form or sporadically. It has been difficult both from the literature and from the discussions today to assess whether all the clinical phenomena described belonged to a single disease process with various degrees of severity, or to a number of different conditions of difficult classification. There is little doubt from today's symposium that further discussion will occur in the future as to aetiology, main manifestations, prognosis, treatment and most of all about the correct identification of the syndrome.
In the forty-eight cases reported in this paper, the onset of symptoms was always indefinite and never acute, developing over a period of weeks rather than hours. Some patients mentioned that they had suffered from previous episodes with similar symptoms lasting some months. The thirty-six adult patients had EEGs between 1960 and 1964 (at the Royal Free Hospital, London) while the twelve children were seen at the Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street, London, between 1957 and 1977.
Methods
A uniform technique was employed in the electroencephalographic studies using silver, i.e. silver chloride electrodes stuck on the scalp with collodion according to measurements from bony landmarks (Pampiglione, 1956) . The criteria of normality were those accumulated from serial EEG studies on normal adults (unpublished data) as well as on children (Pampiglione, 1977) largely in agreement with the criteria expressed by Gibbs and Gibbs (1950) and Dumermuth (1965) 
